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CHIST-ERA Overview

❑ A network (ERA-NET) of research funding organisations in Europe and beyond

✓ Covering most European countries + Québec, Taiwan & Brazil

✓ Call consortium is a sub-set of CHIST-ERA consortium (participation on a topic by topic 
basis) 

❑ Supporting long term research targeting emerging digital technologies

✓ Investing in the identification and definition of promising topics

✓ Supporting 2 topics per year 

▪ Typically 10-15 projects of approx. 0.8 - 1 M€ each, involving at least 3 countries each

✓ Promoting Open Science, Widening Countries, Ethics

❑ Relying on a well-established yearly call cycle

✓ One-step high quality evaluation process

❑ Fostering cross-fertilisation across topics and strategic thinking through a yearly 
Funded Projects Seminar

❑ Diversification of funding activities: 

✓ Call Open Science: 9 projects have been funded in 2023

✓ Call on Science in Your Own Language: end of 2024 or early 2025
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Network of Research Funders

33

CHIST-ERA 2024

32 funders from 28 countries

9 funders - 9 countries

CHIST-ERA 2010



❑ CHIST-ERA is the ERA-NET of the EIC 
Pathfinder programme 

❑ Support to basic research for future 
and emerging ICT (Pathfinder-like 
research)

✓ Long term interdisciplinary 
research

✓ Risky with potential high impact

✓ Favour novelty

❑ Focus on performance evaluation

ICT & ICT-
based
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Pathfinder programme of the EICCHIST-ERA

Targeted Research 
Smarter, Safer, Leaner… ICT
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Emerging Call Topics

❑ With the past 13 calls, CHIST-ERA has targeted: 
Quantum computing, consciousness, knowledge extraction, low-power computing, intelligent user 

interfaces, smart communication networks, adaptive machines, distributed computing, trustworthy
cyber-physical systems, human language understanding, security and privacy in the IoT, terahertz
communication, lifelong learning for intelligent systems, visual analytics, object recognition and 

manipulation by robots, big data for smart industry, analogue computing for AI and smart computing in 
networks, explainable AI, ICT for environmental sustainability, brain computer interfaces and sustainable

ICT, NOEMS for ICT and misbehaviour detection in online social networks, security and privacy in 
decentralised and distributed systems, machine learning-based communication systems, towards 

wireless AI 

More info: https://www.chistera.eu/funded-topics

https://www.chistera.eu/funded-topics


Yearly Main Events

❑ Call topics selection workshop (among funding organisations & scientific 
advisory board)

✓ Elaborate topic selection process open to new ideas

✓ Selection based on well-defined criteria and thorough discussion

❑ Call topics definition conference (for all researchers interested in a selected 
topic)

✓ Advertises the call

✓ Contributes to call scoping

✓ Networking event for the applicants

❑ Funded Projects Seminar (for all representatives of active projects)

✓ Contributes to project follow-up

✓ Networking event for projects within and across topics

✓ Fosters strategic thinking
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Involvement of Widening Countries

❑ Motivation: Spread excellence

✓ CHIST-ERA, as a funding instrument of collaborative projects following 
competition, can be instrumental 

▪ In opening well established non-Widening Countries research networks to most 
talented researchers in the Widening Countries 

▪ Conversely, enrich the European scientific and technology landscape with varied 
perspectives and scientific and technology challenges to tackle

❑ Supporting measures

✓ Selection criterion to prioritise projects with Widening Countries in case of ex 
aequo projects 

✓ Disseminate call opportunities via dedicated communication (infodays, 
matchmaking event…)

✓ Partner Search Tool 

✓ Grant an additional funding when the coordinator is in the Widening Countries

❑ More info: https://www.chistera.eu/widening-countries-policy
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https://www.chistera.eu/widening-countries-policy


Visibility of funded projects

❑ Augmented project 
factsheet on CHIST-ERA website

✓ Main results, key 
exploitable results, 
publications in open access 

✓ Via project coordinator account 
and Toolbox

❑ Project videos
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Thank you!


