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Data is a fragile notion 
in the Arts and 

Humanities domain... 

Image source: Ure Museum of Greek Archaeology, 
made available on Europeana, CC-BY-NC-SA

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2022377/_26_2_96


A frequent case:

Source does neither name 

author nor give copyright 

information or contact for 

publication permission. 

The website does not give 

terms and condition for 

the use of images. 

• The problem was not openness but the lack of transparency. 

• Re-usability = sustainability. The longevity of CHI data is defined by its presence in scientific, cultural and social 

discourses. 

• How to avoid such cases? 

Had to be 

left out from 

the 

publication. 

(source)

(source)

[ ][ ]

https://www.swarthmore.edu/library/peace/DG026-050/dg043wilpf/index.htm
https://wwionline.org/articles/women-peace-activists-during-world-war-i/


By contrast, in some precious cases...



A major challenge in Arts and Humanities data sharing 

workflows: the cross-sector continuum of data curation

• Cleaning, 

standardizing and 

enriching these 

materials 

• Opening up existing 

shared resources for 

large-scale, 

computational analysis 

in ways that align with 

researcher 

requirements

• Hosting, preserving, 

publishing, sustaining 

content generated by 

scholars 

• Interlinking different 

content types 

• Discovery environments

Cultural Heritage Institutions 

• Selecting, hosting, 

curating, preserving  

cultural artefacts 

• Digitizing them and 

making them available 

online

• Rights management:  

opening or closing away 

collections 

Digital Humanities Labs Researcher Communities Research Infrastructures, Publishers 

• Analyzing, enriching, reusing, 

interpreting collections 

• Both large-scale and small-

scale analyses

• New computational methods 

change the ways in which we 

interact with our heritage, 

enable us to ask new 

questions

• New insights

• Digital storytelling to a 

broader audience 



In reality: knowledge silos that are ignored/invisible in the 

current Open Science agendas worldwide 

• Cleaning, 

standardizing and 

enriching these 

materials 

• Opening up existing 

shared resources for 

large-scale, 

computational analysis 

in ways that align with 

researcher 

requirements

• Hosting, preserving, 

publishing, sustaining 

content generated by 

scholars 

• Interlinking different 

content types 

• Discovery environments

Cultural Heritage Institutions 

• Selecting, hosting, 

curating, preserving  

cultural artefacts 

• Digitizing them and 

making them available 

online

• Rights management:  

opening or closing away 

collections 

Digital Humanities Labs Researcher Communities Research Infrastructures, Publishers 

• Analyzing, enriching, reusing, 

interpreting collections 

• Both large-scale and small-scale 

analyses

• New computational methods change 

the ways in which we interact with 

our heritage, enable us to ask new 

questions

• New insights

• Digital storytelling to a broader 

audience 



Research challenge: how to facilitate the handshake 

between all parties involved in data sharing  

contact access 

protocols 

reuse 

conditions

citation 

standards 

hosting 

enrichments

interlinking



Realigning the data curation and sharing workflows

01 02 03 04 05

. 

Making 

resources 

available 

Digital curation

. 

Analysis PublicationProject 

application

data reuse 

policies

digitization on 

demand, IPR 

clearing, 

addressing ethical 

issues etc.

preparing data for 

computational 

analysis, cleaning, 

standardization, 

enrichment etc.

computational 

methods, both 

small and 

large-scale, 

visualization

data hosting, 

interlinking, 

discovery layer



In sum 
Cultural Heritage data is Arts and Humanities research data. 

Collaboration with cultural heritage institutions is a primary condition of  

establishing sustainable data sharing workflows. 

However, this cooperation is often constrained by structural, legal and 

technical challenges: different sectors operating under different silos. 

These silos break the natural knowledge continuum: enrichments, custom 

digitizations, new narratives hardly even make it back to the original 

collection. 

Incompatibility of the digital tools offered with actual researchers’ needs.

Lack of clear workflows and models for sustainable data sharing and 

reuse

All these issues are unreflected in the current Open Science 

agendas. 


